





A r 4 3 
ee ~ os ‘ ste ytd: OF 5) pon Ts 
ORI AIRS DML ALR lel 





fe 











THE 


SUNDAY SCHOOL REPOSITORY. 





--- > ee eee ee re ee es 


Vo DECEMBER, 1818. No. XVII. 


ao i. 


ee ee —— > 
—~- 








For the Sunday School Repository. 


The superior wnportance of moral and religious instruction in 
Sabbath Schools. 


As Sabbath Schools are of recent establishment in this 
country, they cannot be supposed already to have attained all 
that perfection which longer experience may impart, nor to 
have produced all those grand results which they are so emi- 
nently calculated to accomplish. Any remarks, therefore, 
to show more clearly the important end of these institutions, 
and the best means for effecting that end, may be interest- 
ing to the readers of the Repository, and useful to those who 
are concerned as Superintendents and Teachers. The en- 
thusiasm with which these institutions have been hailed by 
an enlightened public, as the great instruments of mental re- 
novation and of moral reform, is no equivocal testimony in 
their favour, while it affords a sure pledge of their permanen- 
cy and ultimate success. Yet among the patrons of these 
laudable institutions, many seem to have no higher object in 
view than the reformation of society, by erecting barriers 
against the eneroachments of moral degeneracy, by rescuing 
the youth from ignorance and vice, and by training them to 
honest industry and useful life ; and these effects, undoubted- 
ly of vital importance, they seem to anticipate chiefly from 
the agency of education and mere mental improvement. 
While we would cordially unite with our brethren in promot- 
ing these valuable objects thus far, yet as Christians we 
would propose a higher end to be aimed at in Sunday School 
instruction, and far other means to be employed for its ac- 
complishment. Our design is briefly to show that the prin- 
cipal object to be aimed at in Sunday Schools is moral and 
religious instruction. 

Such instruction is most becoming the sanctity of the Sab- 
bath. The impression ought ever to be felt by all present in 
Sunday Schools, that it is holy time. “ This is the day 
which the Lord hath made, he calleth the hours his own.” 

X 
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The duties in which we are to be engaged, the ends at which 
we are to aim, the thoughts and aflections we are to cherish, 
He has plainly prescribed. These schools, therefore, should 
be solemn assemblies, rendered such not only by prayer and 
praise, which we rejoice already to witness, but in which all 
levity of behaviour and trifling discourse should be suppressed 
and restrained. 

It should be the aim of teachers as much as possible to dis- 
cipline the minds of youth to those religious restraints upon 
their levity and folly at which they naturally revolt, and to in- 
duce that habitual gravity and serious thought, which in every 
Christian is the result of long self-denial and mental conflict. 

Hence exercises in spelling are allowable so far only as 
they are necessary prerequisites to reading the word of God, 
and the attaining of a facility in perusing the Scriptures with 
understanding and profit. 

The promiscuous reading of common books for mere men- 
tal improvement, for forming the taste, or for making elegant 
readers, must, in Sabbath Schools, as well as any where elee 
on this day, be deemed a profanation. Every other particu- 
lar of amerely secular nature, that does not tend to serious 
thought and religious improvement, except it be absolutely 
necessary to be done, is inconsistent with the duties of the 
Sabbath. 

It has been owing to a conception that Sabbath Schoo! 
teaching was mostly a secular employment, that many Chris- 
tians not immediately conversant with such schools have 
been prejudiced against them ; and this prejudice can be suc- 
cessfully corrected only by removing the occasion of it, in 
demonstrating to the world the contrary practice. We are 
not warranted to employ the day to any unhallowed purposes, 
or to pursuits merely secular, even could we render the pu- 
pils masters of science, and advance them to riches and ho- 
nours. 

Let it be remembered that all our labours in this good work 
will be of but little avail without the blessing of God; and 
that we cannot expect the blessing of God except in the ways 
of his own appointment. 

Again, moral and religious instruction is that which is 
chiefly and immediately necessary to the pupils of Sunday 
Schools. it is not important that they be great proficients in 
learning and science, but of that religious instruction which 
is in a manner the life of the soul, and on which their future 
well being so entirely depends, they cannot be destitute with- 
out the greatest peril and loss. Let this be impressed on 
their hearts, and with the bare rudiments of knowledge ob- 
tained in Sunday Schools, they may, nay in most instances 

























Sa ian a, il 





























































oon pee 
Dat ees pee. 





















Religious insiruction in Sabbath Schools. 16s 


they will, acquire whatever else is necessary by their own in- 
dustry in after life. To all persons, of whatever rank, this 
kind of instruction is the most im,ortant, but especially so is 
it to these, a great part of whom derive nothing that is good 
from parental teaching or example, and who must re eve it 
in these schools, or not receive it atall. Born as many are 
in the abodes of irreligion, and nurtured in the midst of vice 
and evil example, it is not to be won ‘ered at that the first 
words they lisp should be those of impiety, and that they 
grow up without the fear of God before their eyes. Together 
with the correcting of sinful practices, one of the prime ob- 
jects of Sunday School instruction ought to be, to teach the 
children and youth the great doctrines and duties of religion ; 
to impress them with the fear of God, with @ sense of their 
accountability, and of the evil of sin; and in general to make 
the deepest religious impressioas, before they become harden- 
ed in sin and abandoned to ruin. Impose no restraint ull ha- 
bits of vice become riveted, and they become callous to all 
religious instruction, and lost to all hope of reformation. 
Much may be done. by the blessing of God, on young and 
tender minds by faithful instruction and pious example, but 
the heart of transgressors hardened in sin is the nether mill- 
stone, which Omnipotent grace alone can soften and subdue. 
The same tree, which when a limber twig would yield to the 
slightest impression, now, when become a sturdy oak, defies 
all the power of winds and tempesis to bend it. 

At the same time a Sabbath School is a place well adapted 
to make religious impressions. The children and youth are 
there placed under the control of their teachers, who, if they 
themselves feel and manifest the power of religion, have a 
commanding influence over the minds of pupils. Their 
looks, their manner, and the influence of their example, if 
feeling as they ought the weight of their important charge, are 
powertul lessons to the heart, while the idea that it is holy 
time, and appropriated to solemn instruction, deepens the 
impression. And what evinces still further the use and 
advantage of religious teaching, many who are unable to pro- 
fit much from their book lessons, may, notwithstanding, receive 
deep and lasting impressions from lively and forcible exhibi- 
tions of Gospel truth from the mouths of their instructors. 

Nor let it be imagined that much of religious instruction 
and religious exercise retards improvement in the ordinary 
studies, but on the contrary they greatly promote it. This 
produces seriousness and attention on the part of pupils, 
overcomes that frivolity and waywardness of youth which is 
the bane of improvement, and prepares them to devote their 
whole attention to the subject before them. 
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The truth of this remark is confirmed by facts, as any one 
may witness who will visit Sabbath Schools. He will find 
that where there is the most seriousness and Christian zeal on 
the part of teachers, accompanied with much religious in- 
struction, unless there be some gross defect in system and 
management, there are examples of the greatest punctuality, 
order, studiousness, and solid improvement. It is in Sab- 
bath Schools as in families, that religious order is at least the 
one half of good government; and considering simply the 
present improvement of the scholars, aside from their future 
advantage, religious instruction is of the highest importance. 

Further, the superior importance of moral and religious in- 
struction appears from the fact that such instruction is the 
most essential and beneficial, both for this world and the 
world to come. That it may be for the world to come, few 
perhaps are ready to question; but that it is the most benefi- 
cial for worldly happiness and prosperity, is not so generally 
believed and telt. 

To every judicious observer of human nature, it must be 
evident that vice in some form or another, is the greatest impe- 
diment to worldly success and prosperity ; that it degrades 
the mind to all that is low and base in moral conduct, deadens 
it to the influence of motives, disqualifies it for any great or 
laudable enterprise, while at the same time it renders it a 
prey to its own imperious lusts and passions. Its direct 
tendency is to destroy industry, a regard to reputation, and 
laudable improvement, and to beget proverty, disease, and all 
the evils that follow in their train, and to terminate life in 
wretchedness and ruin. All the miserable objects in the midst 
of us, that pain the eye of humanity, with few exceptions, are 
rendered such by their own misconduct. The many thou- 
sands that have fallen so far below the place for which they 
seem to have been destined, as well as the multitudes that 
have sunk into wretchedness and contempt, are the martyrs 
of their own sin and folly. Go where we may, we behold the 
devastations that sin has made; the world is filled with the 
victims of vice. On the contrary, honest industry and inte: 
grity, under the righteous providence of God, seldom fail of 
their reward. ‘“ Godliness is profitable to all things, having the 
promise of the life that now 1s, and of that which is to come.” 

The ardour of diligence which it quickens, the confidence 
which it procures, the influence and weight of character which 
it confers, the high aims and noble motives whirh it inspires, 
are the foundation of all that is truly valuable or greatly suc- 
cessful in life. Moral and religious instruction therefore, has 
a direet influence on the mind to form it to useful and Jaudable 
exertion. It inspires the spirit and supplies the motives to 
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all that is great and good. Let this be deemed the first step 
to valuable improvement in the education of youth, and one of 
paramount importance. Impart to them good principles, and 
train thei to virtuous habits, and you almost of course ensure 
to them industry and success in laudable employments. 
These will lay a foundation on which they by their own ef- 
forts may erect their fortunes; but destitute of this prepara- 
tion, all knowledge and wealth may only precipitate their 
ruin. 

But to forming such principles and habits, we remark, that 
no instructions are of any important use or elflicacy, except 
those drawn from the Bible. Compared with the precepts of 
the Gospel all other rules of moral conduct are vague and er- 
roneous ; all doctrines of religion, from any other source, are 
frigid and absurd. 

An abiding sense of the being and omnipresence of God ; of 
the strictness and purity of his law ; of the retributions of eter. 
nity ; of the love and compassion of Christ; and of our obli- 
gations to him as our Redeemer ; is calculated to impress the 
heart ; to bind the conscience ; and to lay the axe at the root 
of human corruption. 

This word of God, sent home by the Spirit, ts sharper than 
any two edged sword, and is made the wisdom of God, and 
power of God to salvation, to every one that believeth. At the 
same time, its truths are so simple, and easy of comprehen- 
sion, that they are level ta the lowest capacity, They require 
no laboured deductions, no long circuit of reasoning to prove 
them, but the compendious proof and sanction to,each of them 
is, “ thus saith the Lord.’? A Christian of the humblest at- 
tainments is capable of expounding these truths, and of mak- 
ing deep and salutary impressions on the minds of youth, 
And so far from discouraging the teachers of Sunday Schools 
from explaining the Scriptures, and inculcating Christian doc- 
trines, lest he should encroach on the functions and preroga- 
tives of ministers, “ I would that all the Lord’s people were 
prophets,” and that every Sunday School teacher were a 
preacher of righteousness. If, then, it appears that moral and 
religous instruction, drawn from the sacred oracles, form the 
only germ and preservative of that virtue, which is the pass- 
port to happiness and prosperity in the present world; how 
much more important does such instruction appear when we 
contemplate it in relation to the world to come. All who at- 
tend the Sabbath School instruction have immortal! souls to be 
saved or lost. On these schools a great portion of them are 
dependent for all the religious instruction they can ex- 
pect toreceive. Many of them may be cut down in the morn- 
ing of life, ignorant of the way of salvation, through a Re- 
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deemer, unless they are here made acquainted with it. Be- 
sides, many are the instances in which, by the blessing of 
God on the faithful instructions here imparted, children are 
made the subjects of redeeming mercy. The many trophies of 
Divine grace, in the midst of our schools, are sufficient to ani- 
mate Christian teachers toa zealous and fa'thful performance 
of this important duty. What heart that feels the worth of 
souls, would be backward to lead infant minds to the know- 
ledge of the Saviour, and to eternal life? Here Christian 
teachers, as well as ministers of the Gospel, may be co-work- 
ers with God in the salvation of souls, and be the honoured in- 
struments of turning many unto righteousness. Nor let them es- 
timate the instances of present conversion, as the only valuable 
fruit of their labours of love. How many of these youth, even 
those taken from the highways and lanes of the city, may they 
shape to useful and respectable life. From how many crimes, 
misfortunes, and pangs of distress, may the instructions and 
principles they here receive rescue them in after life? And 
the seed of Divine truth now sown, may after many years, by 
the grace of God, spring up ina rich harvest of blessing to 
them and their posterity. Think, ye that have early enjoyed 
the instruction and prayers of pious parents, and in conse- 
quence of which have become children of God, think on the 
inestimable blessing! Aside from your hopes of-eternal life, 
reflect on the many temptations, dangers, and miseries you 
have escaped, which have proved the ruin of others. Call to 
mind what a kind preservative and solace these early instruc- 
tions have proved to you through the various scenes of your 
past life, and how much they administer to your present peace 
and felicity: from how many sins you have been pre- 
served, which would have cost you deep repentance, and last- 
ing regret; might have blighted all your prospects in life, and 
your hopes in death, and that all this you owe under God to 
religious instruction, together with your prospects of immor- 
tal glory ; and then estimate the value of this blessing to your- 
selves, and be not reluctant to impart it to others. S. A. 


> 
xtracts from the Annual Report of the (London) Sunday Schoo! 
Umon, for the year ending May 1, 1818. 
(Concluded fram page 137.) 


South London Auxiliary. 
The following is the substance ofa letter to his mother, 
from a youth educated in one of the Sunday Schools within 
our limits, and who enlisted into the 17th Light Dragoons, to 
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avoid being burdensome to his friends, in which regiment he 
was made trumpeter. 


Dear Mother, 

Thank God Iam very well and happy, and have the 
pleasure to state, that | am taken by one of our officers to be 
his servant, so that I have plenty of time to read the good 
books that you sent me, for which, please to tell my friends 
that I am greatly obliged to them. But 1 told you, my dear 
mother, that I was very happy, and no doubt you are anxious 
to know what makes me so; why, it is loving and serving God, 
and attending to his holy word that makes me happy—this I 
find is real happiness, and 1 hope by the assistance of his 
holy Spirit, that I shall be brought to know him more, and to 
serve him better. Dear mother, you. told me that the Bible 
is a trumpet of another construction, so that I have two. and 
J hope I shall make a better use of it than the one I blow.— 
One I wear at my back, the other at my heart; one is to call 
us to fight for our King and Country, the other, which is the 
best trumpet, proclaims a free seals to perishing sinners, 
through the Captain of our salvation. 


Hampshire Sunday School Union. 


With a view to excite emulation and increase exertion in a 
work so benevolent, yourCommittee would state the num- 
ber of children and teachers in each district of the Coun- 
nh In the Eastern District there are 2437 Children and 258 

eachers—in the Western, 2399 Children and 219 Teachers, 
and in the Northren 1336 Children and 158 Teachers. 

In respect to numbers during the past year, the Eastern 
District has risen superior to the Western, and is now the 
most prosperous of the three. To the Schools connected with 
one congregation in it, three hundred and seventeen Chil- 
dren have been admitted since the last Anniversary. ‘The 
Secretary also reports, that since the establishment of this In- 
Stitution, five eee Spee who were formerly in the School, 
have devoted themselves to the work of the ministry. Three of 
them are placed over prosperous congregations in this coun- 
try—one o crossed the Pacific as an Ambassador to the 
Heathen, and another is at College pursuing his studies, with 
a view to labour in the ministry at home. The Schools in 
this District which receive assistance from the Union are 
Horndean, Warsash, Fareham, Titchfield. 


Bristol Union Sunday School Society. 


It is with emotions of the livliest gratitude to Him, who is 
the author of all the good that is done upon earth, your Com- 
mittee have to report that thirteen new schools, containing one 
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thousand two hundred and two children, have been commenced, 
under the auspices of this Society, since the last anniversary ; 
and thirty-six others have been furnished with assistance in 
books, &c. 

The following is from the Superintendent of the School at 
Ilfracombe.—* Thanks to your Society, through whose good- 
ness, in granting us a supply of books, we were enabled to 
open our School, by means of which great good is done, as 
may be seen in the conduct both of the children and their 
parents ; by their reverencing the Sabbath, which before was 
spent in the service of the devil. The people begin to re- 
ceive the truth, and seem very desirous to obtain spiritual 
knowledge.’ Again he writes, “ | am happy to say that om 
labours have not been in vain, nor has your Society bestowed 
its favours in vain. Our School advances in improvement, 
and increases in number. Two Sabbaths ago, one of our 
boys came to me, and said,‘ Sir, | am convinced I am a lost 
sinner, and must perish for ever, if God does not, by his grace, 
pluck me as a brand from the burning ; for the word of God 
condemns us all as fallen and guilty in Adam ; and I find, by 
my own heart, that | am a sinful creature in the sight of God: 
and he said he had been convinced of this since he became a 
scholar, and that the mstructions he from time to time received, 
made a deep impression on his mind, so that it followed him in 
his daily labour, or wherever he went. 1 asked him what hope 
he had of salvation ? he said, he had a faint hope in the mer- 
cy of God, because Christ died for sinners ; therefore he pray- 
ed to God for mercy for Christ’s sake alone. The boy is 
about fourteen years of age. 

“ A girlalso, last sabbath, whilst I was teaching her, said, 
‘Sir, | have been thinking about eternity, and I am afraid, if I 
die, | shall go to hell; for God says in his word, except we 
are born again, and converted, we cannot enter the kingdom 
of heaven. And I am sure | am not born again by the Holy 
Spirit.” 

‘One of our boys came to the School quite ignorant of let- 
ters, never having been at school before ; but earnestly de- 
siring to learn, he in two sabbaths acquired completely the 
whole of the alphabet. Surprising aptness to learn is discov- 
erable in many of the poor children who never had the privi- 
lege of reciving instruction before.” 

Another correspondent, who has been successful in the es- 
tablishment of seven schools, by means of the assistance afforded 
him by this Society ; which, he says, have been the exciting 
cause of the opening of as many more by other individuals ; 
writes thus :—‘ The school at Tavistock is ina flourishing 
state, as it regards improvement in divine knowledge. A se: 
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cond school has been formed ina neighbouring p arish in con- 
sequence of this; and through the introduction of ours, a 
congregation has bien raised ; a commodious chapel erected, 
in which public worship is well attended ; and a church, con- 
sisting of about ten members, will be soon formed. ‘The very 
promising appearances of things in this parish, I consider as 
being entirely owing to the Kind assistance of the Bristol 
Sunday School Union. 


Leeds Sunday : School U niOhe 


Since the anniversary, three Schools have been added to 
the union. 

Two of that much injured and neglected class of society 
the Climbing Boys, were admitted into one of our Schools, 
the attention of whom fora time was punctual; but their ha- 
bits being so inveterate, and so little accustomed to that re- 
straint which a Sabbath School necessarily imposed, declined 
further attendance ; but by repeated solicitations they were 
at length prevailed upon to return, and have now become 
constant in attendance, and clean and decent in appearance. 

Another peculiarly interesting incident lately occurred :- 
A girl, being at the point of death, was visited by her teacher, 
who on arriving at her abode, was inexpressibly gratified on 
finding there several children of the school, who, impressed 
with the importance of the eternal welfare of their school- 
fellow, were engaged in the devotional exercise of singing ;-~ 
apprehensive that her presence would interrupt so de ‘lightfu’ 
a scene, she forbore entering the apartment :—her pleasu 
was greatly increased on the “conclusion of singing, by hear- 
ing one and another supplicating a throne of grace, for the 
communication of that promised aid and blessing she so pe- 
culiarly required. 

Oxfordshire Sunday School Union. 

There are 21 Schools connected with this union, containing 
about 1500 children. 

In one School a gir! voluntarily repeated the whole of the 
four Gospels and the greater part of the Acts of thé Apostles, 
At the request of her teachers she recommenced the Gospe Is, 
and now repeats with ease and accuracy above 200 verses 
every Lord’s day. At another school, a boy, who was alto- 
gether ignorant of his letters when he entered, learnt so ra- 
pidly, that in afew months he re pe: ited 15 verses of Scripture 
every week, besides his regular lessons. At a third school, 
a girl, who could not read a syllable wher. she entered, has 
acquired a facility in the art, and litely acknowledged that 
her ie pleasure was derived from the perusal of religious 
books. In one village, a boy, who was formerly notorious 
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for sabbath-breaking, excessive rudeness of manners, and 
obscenity of language, is be ‘come exemplary for the sobriety 

of his demeanour, and the regularity of his attendance on 
public worship. A Sunday Sc hool has introduced into an- 
other village the instruction of adults. And in another place 
a spirit of prejudice and c: rhea es has been overcome and 
reversed by the persevering diligence of Sunday School 
teachers. 


Pembrokeshire and Ha verfordw est Sunday School Union. 


The friends of this institution will be glad to learn, that 
since the last annual meeting, 11 new schools have been 
opened ; and that 3 Schools, of some years Standing, have 
been added to the Unton. Of the Schovis connected with 
this society, a considerable number are under the immediate 
patronage of clergymen ;—some are, by their permission, beld 
in the church;—others constantly attend divine worship 
there ;—and some are conducted partly, or entirely, by mem- 
bers of the establishment. 

With gratitude to Him by whose blessing human efforts are 
rendered effectual. your Committee have to report, that real 
good has been done through the exertions of teachers and 
friends i in connexion with them. Some instances have been 
particularly specified. and ought not to be omitted in the pre- 
sent report. The friends of the School at Tapernaciur 
have lately witnessed the sincere picty of one ** whose first 
serious impressions were received when a scholar’ with them. 
* We have,” says their last report, “ the additional pleasure 
of being able to state, that the adults in this School make 
considerable progress in learning. We have reason te hope 
that our feeble efiorts have been crowned with success, and 
that the Lord is blessing his own word to their souls.°—A 
recent example of seriousness has occurred in the School at 
Mipp.ie Hitt. “Every person acquainted with this neigh- 
beurhood,”? the teachers obscrve, *“* must be sensible how 
deeply sunk in vice are the m ya part of its poor inhabitants ; 
In consequet! ice of w hich, the instruction given to the children 
on the sabbath is often defeate d by the ba d example of their 
parents in the week ; yet we are happy to say, that this is 
not always the case; for two children in this School have 
acmonis hed their parents respecting their living without 
pray These children neither go to bed, nor rise in the 
morning, without going on their knees to repeat their pray- 
ers.’—A lad affout fourteen years of age, the son of a poor 
quarry-man, was sent to this School, entirely ignorant of let- 
ters; he made great progress in the course of two sabbaths, 

and his behaviour was such as eccasioned a circumstance 
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which has offen been mentioned with pleasure. A minister 
being expected ta ] reach whee the School is kept, the boy 


came before service, and with creat earnestness asked one of 


the teachers if his fat! ier were come. Being answered in the 
negauive, way he ran, and presently brough. bts father with 
him. O} min man it his been remarked, that before that 
time. he wast rdly ever seen In euber church or chapel ; 
and he has since voluntarily offered to work four days gratis 
towards the ereciion of a small School room, now building in 
that place.x—From Laneum very pleasing information has 
been received. <A quarteriy report states, that * not only 
the children, but also the parents, derive benefit from the 
means of instructions One man, who before the establishment 
of that School, was a noted blasphemer, seldom uttering a 
sentence without an oath before and another after it, has be- 
come quite another person since his children began to attend. 
And though it cannot be said, ‘ Behold he prayeth!’ it can be 
said, that the blasphemer is no more heard to pour forth his 
oaths!” In the same report it is observed, that “ were it not 
for the Sunday School, many would, in all probability, have 
lived and died in ignorance ;”? and that “ it will be no small 
pleasure to Christians and the friends of mankind to hear, 
that a village, once nothing but noise and riot on the Lord’s 
day, is now peaceful and quiet; while many are taught to 
read, and treasure up in their memories large portions of the 
word of God, which is able to make them wise unto salvation.” 
In addition to these particulars, we notice an observation 
made by the superintendent of the school at Narserrn, 
which, we trust, is not inapplicable to other places :—* We 
can see the little children far more attentive under the means; 
and on the sabbath day, there is a Peer improvement in 


their behaviour. Formerly, they re bold at every kind of 


pli Ly 5 but now they seem sie Mah to be seen in the streets.” 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


The following interesting letter, addressed to the Secr€tary 
of the New-York Sunday School Union, was enclosed in 
one dated at Norwich, Con. in which the writer states. that 
it was written in great haste, just as he was preparing to 
obey an unexpected summons to visit his friends in Con- 
necticut ; that it is sent “‘in compliance with the request 
of the President of the Society which supports the school, 
presuming that the facts related will be interesting, espe- 
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cially when it is considered, that the place in which they 
transpired was very lately a howling wilderness.” 


Ellsworth, Trumbull County, Ohio, Dec. 1, 1818. 
Dear Sir, 

[t is no unpleasant task to communicate to the friends of 
Zion, the interesting events relating to the welfare of society 
and the Church, which pass under our eye in the diffusion of 
moral and religious instruction to the young. The establish- 
ment of the *“* Elsworth Union Society for promoting Moral 
and Religious Instruction,’ forms an interesting memento in 
the humble annals of this place. Agreeably to a request in 
some of the public ations of your Society, and by direction of 
the President of this, I shall attempt lo give you some account 
of the above mentioned Society, which met for the first time 
on the 31st July last, and then made choice of its oflicers for 
the present year, viz. a President, two Vice-Presidents, four 
Directors, a Secretary, and a Treasurer, constituting a Board 
of Managers of the Society. By the constitution, the first at- 
tention of the Society was to be directed to establish and sup- 
port a Sabbath School. The Board accordingly procured 
two teachers, and commenceda School on the fourth Sabbath 
in August, to close on the first of November, for the present 
season, some account of which follows:—About thirty 
scholars were assembled on the first day of the school, and 
others were added almost every Sabbath for nine weeks, to 
the number of sixty-three children of all classes of society, 
from about five to eighteen years of age. The younger 
children however did not attend much during the term. ‘The 
average number of attendants was about for tye The school 
necessarily commenced under circumstances in some respects 
quite disadvantageous. The thing being new in this section 
of the country, a want of suitable books formed an obstacle 

to the progress of the scholars, but their assiduity and perse- 
vering attention soon made it evident that obstacles of every 
kind would be surmounted ; and indecd, so soon were parents 
and others convinced of the utility of the school, that the 
schalgrs were generally supplied in a few weeks, with the 
New Testament and the Assembly’s Catechism. The school 
was open two hours in the morning, and one in the intermis- 
sion of public worship. The plan adopted by the teachers, 
and conformed to as far as circumstances would permit, was 
as follows:—The school to be opened each Sabbath with 
prayer; after prayer, recitations of the seholars, reading 1 in 
the Scriptures s and spelling from them ; the whole interspers- 
ed with explanations of the lessons and instruction deduced 
irom them, and at favourable opportunities, particular con- 
| 
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versation with the scholars respecting our situation as de- 
praved, yet rational and accountable beings—the character of 
(God—the plan of salvation, &c. &c. ; and lastly, to close with 
prayer. ‘The number of scholars and the unexpectedly large 
lessons committed to memory by some of them, obliged the 
teachers unwillingly to omit parts of this plane ‘To remedy 
this as far as possible, they were frequently at the school- 
house more than an hour before the opening of school ; and 
so much engaged were the scholars, as to be, many of them, 
there still earlier. ‘This served to animate and encourage the 
hearts of the teachers, while 1t made them the more regret 
the want of time for explaining, &c. As the first term of the 
school was to terminate on the first Sabbath in November, the 
Board of Managers appointed the Wednesday preceding that 
day for a public exercise of the school at the Meeting-house, 
to commence at eleven o’clock. ‘The scholars assembled, 
and led by their teachers walked in procession to the place 
appointed, where the society and spectators waited to receive 
them. They then formed a hollow square, their teachers in 
the centre, and the exercises of the day commenced with 
prayer by the President of the Society. The scholars were 
then called on to recite parts of those portions of Scripture, 
Hymns, and Catechisins, that they had committed to memory, 
which they did with surprising correctness; not having been 
informed what parts of their lessons they would have to recite, 
nor in what order they would be called, and no two scholars 
being called to repeat the same passage. In the course of 
the day the Dialogue between Christ, Youth, and the Devil, 
one between Pilgrim and Apollyon, and an Address of a Dying 
Youth to her family and companions, all in verse, were re- 
peated by some of the children with solemnity and effect. 
An abstract from the records of the schooi was read, from 
which the pleasing fact appeared, that the scholars, notwith- 
standing the many disadvantages to which they had been 
subject in the commencement of the school, and without that 
strength of memory acquired by the habit of committing, had 
recited in nine sabbaths 7095 verses of Scripture, 1026 verses 
of hymns, and 2608 answers in Catechisms, (1942 of which 
were in the Assembly’s Shorter,) which they had committed 
to memory on those days, and at leisure time in the week. 
After some addresses to the School and to the assembly, 
rewards in books were distributed to the scholars by the Pre- 
sident of the Society. An appropriate psalm was then sung, 
and the exercises closed with prayer. After which the scho- 
lars retired, apparently well satisfied with the tokeus of ap- 
probation they had received, and some of them hopefully im- 
pressed with a sense of the importance of improving the pri- 
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vileges with which they were favoured. When the scholars 
had left the house, expressions of gratification and congratu- 
lation fully testified that the persons present did not regret 
leaving their tiresides in an extremely cold day, and sitting in 
an open unfinished house, with nought to warm them but the 
interest of the occasion. The scholars met with their teach- 
ers the succeeding Sabbath; and by those who are acquainted 
with such seasons, it will not be doubted that this was one of 
trial to the feelings both ef scholars and teachers. After 
prayer in the morning, the time was devoted to a review of 
some of the lessons, and remarks on them. At noon the 
scholars read a portion of Scripture ; a chapter was then read 
by one of the teachers, and the remainder of the time occupl- 
ed in addresses to the scholars, which the occasion rendered 
peculiarly interesting, and which some of the scholars may 
never forget.—Closed with praver. 

In closing this imperfect account of the school, it may not 
be improper to remark, that sced has been sown. witch in 
due time, being quickened by the Spirit, may spring up and 
bear much fruit. Where there are now no visible fruits fol- 
lowing such exertions, those who have contributed of their 
subsiance. time. or talents in this cause, need not fear that 
they have laboured in vain, or spent their strength for nought, 
but may with assured confidence trust in the Lord, who nas 
promised, and will bring it to pass. But; Sir, we have to re- 
cord the wonderful goodness of the Lord in crowning the fee- 
ble labours of this Society with immediate success. Parents 
of the scholars have remarked that their children are more 
tractable, more studious, more inclined to that which is good, 
more cheerful in their obedience, &c. That these are im- 
portant effects, few will deny; and appearances strongly fa- 
vour the belief that the first term of our school has been bless- 


ed to procure more important and lasting blessings ; and that 
when the light of eternity bursts on our view, it shall be found 
recorded an instrument of producing joy among the angels in 
The Sabbath School cause has met with very little 
opposition among us, yet we have not been left entirely des- 


heaven. 


titute of the testimony of its excellence. 

Tae age in which we are permitted to live is styled the age 
of Bibles, and perhaps no less emphatically the age of Sab- 
bath Schools, of which the Bible is the groundwork and sup- 
port. From the Bible their instructions are drawn; its pre- 
cepts they inculcate; its commands enjoin; its invitations 
hold forth; and it may be added, its blessing they receive. 
tis believed to be a just remark, that no benevolent institu- 
tions, attended with so little expense, are so extensively useful 
as Sabbath Schools: and may it not be added, that none more 
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clearly point out the dawn of that happy day when all men 
shall receive the knowledge of the truth, and there shall be 
none to hurt or destroy in all the holy mountain of — ! Not 
longer to weary your patience, may the ble ssing of heaven 
continue, and more abundantly attend on the dived of 
your Society, and on al! those who strive and pray tor the 
glory of God, and the present and eternal welfare of man. 
Very sincerely your 
atv W. Laruror, Sec. E. l 


 — 


Extracts from the Report of the St. Clairsville Sabbath School 
/Issociation, present: d Nov. 28, 1818. 

Four months have elapsed since the formation of the St. 
Clairsville Sabbath School Asseciation ; during which time 
your Committee have been attentively engaged in endeavour- 
ing to promote the interests of the institution, and the welfare 
of “the school under its care. 

It is with much pleasure they state, that the concerns of 
the Association have, under the blessing of Divine Provi- 
dence, p rospered beyond their most sanguine expectations. 
The number of scholars placed on the class lists, amounts to 
106, (exclusive of some 20 or 30, who attended a while from 
curiosity.) ‘Phe number which actually attended varied dyom 
86 10 100. Nine teachers have been employed in the tuition 
of the scholars, (four ¢ ge ‘ntlemen and five ladies. ya tll of whom 
have attended wv - as much regularity as their circumstances 
would admit. An assistant teacher was also appointed to 
each class, oe attended occasionally in the abseace of the 
others. Your Committee think the teachers entitied to the 
warmest thanks of the Society, for their diligence and perse- 
verance in this “ work and labour of love.” Jadeed the in- 
crease and success of the school is to be attributed to the 
zeal and stedfasiness of the superintendents and teachers, in 
the discharge of their respective duties. 

Bible Instruction bei ‘ing one great object of the institution, 
your Committee notice with much pleasure, the progress of 
the scholars in this all important branch of Christian educa- 
tion. 

Portions of the Scriptures have been memorized by such as 
could read, during the week, and repeated to their teachers 
on the next Sabbath. 502 verses have been committed by 
one girl, and 492 by one boy, in the space of three months 
Many others have committed from 100 to 400 verses. 

The improvement of morals amongst the scholars, is also a 
subject of congratulation with your committee. The calling 
away their minds from those sinful practices te which many 
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of them were addicted on the Sabbath, and directing their at- 
tention to subjects of a moral and religious nature, have been 
productive of the most happy consequences. 


Extracts from the Second Annual Report of the Boston Society 
for the Moral and Religious instruction of the Poor. Pre- 


sented at their anniversary, Oct. 22, 1818. 


The Committee, to whom was assigned the office of report- 
ing to the Society the operations of the last year, congratu- 
late their brethren upon the auspicious circumstances attend- 
ing this anniversary. The Lord hath done great things for us, 
whereof we are glad. Among the tokens of His favour, the 
following deserve a special notice, and a peculiarly grateful! 
recognition. 

Two new Sabbath Schools have been established within 
the course of the year; one in North-Bennet, the other in 
Hawkins-street. ‘These, with the additions to the schools 
before in operation, have increased the number of pupils 
under the care of the Society to about a thousand. 

Some of these children are the offspring of Christian pa- 
rents, and therefore are not dependent on our exertions for 
their moral and religious culture. We only co-operate with 
those, who are the heaven appointed guardians of their ten- 
der minds, in forming them to glory and virtue.—A consider- 
able number more, though less privileged in this respect, 
were not suffered to live in absolute ignorance of their des- 
tiny and obligations. 

But a great proportion, when first introduced to our schools, 
were almost as ignorant as they were born, of every thing 
necessary or desirable to be known. Nota few were unable 
to read—some of whom, but for the organization of this So- 
ciety, would probably have remained to the present time, 
and perhaps through life, in this deplorable state. Many of 
them were wise to do evil, though to do good they had no know- 
ledge. Placed in situations where they had nothing to check, 
but every thing to quicken the growth of vicious habits, they 
were advancing as rapidly as the enemy of all righteousness 
could desire, in preparation for his wretched service, of which 
the wegcs is death. 

How pleasing the change! Instead of dealing out oaths and 
imprecations with every breath, they are taught to remem- 
ber and adore that great and fearful Name, the Lord our God. 
Instead of spending the sacred hours, which He claims for 
his peculiar service and worship, in idleness and sin ; to their 
own ruin, and the disturbance and grief of those who reve- 
rence the day and the institutions of God; they are collected 
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in the school room and in the church, where they may be 
made wise unto salvation, through faith that is in CaArist. 

But we have the pleasure of extracting from the reports of 
superintendents themselves. ‘The gentleman, who has the 
oversight of the School held in School-street, observes : * ‘The 
improvement of the children in letters has been as great as 
could reasonably have been expected. Several who entered 
the School with little more than a knowledge of the alphabet, 
are now able to read the New Testament with tolerable fa- 
cility; and of these, some who were of suflicient age to have 
been good readers, when they entered the School.—The im- 
provement of the children in religious knowledge has also 
been encouraging, in general; in some imstances 1t has been 
striking. And though | do not know that I ean state any in- 
stance, in which attendance at the School has been blessed to 
the undoubted conversion of a child; yet there are numerous 
instances of children whose consciences are tender, and their 
minds very seriously impressed. Some account of a few of 
these may not be unacceptable. 

“ A girl, eight years old. Her teacher, observing to her 
that her parents were probably pious, asked her how she 
would feel, if both her parents and herself should die, and she 
should behold her Judge place her parents on his right hand, 
while herself, dying with her present wicked heart, should be 
separated from them, and placed on his left? Looking up in 
her Teacher’s face, she answered, ‘ Ought I to think more of 
being separated from them, than of displeasing a Holy God, 
and being where I cannot see him, and see how wicked my 
heartis?? This child, in obedience to her Teacher's advice, 
is in the habit of retirement for prayer before she goes to 
public worship. 

‘“‘ Another, nine years old, told her Teacher she used to 
think herself some wicked, before she came to Sunday School 
—now she thought herself much more so. Her ‘Teacher 
lately observed her crying, and was told by another child, 
that she wanted to go out. The Teacher told her she need 
not cry—she might go out. She answered, ‘ | am not crying 
to go out; if other children could only see their wicked hearts, 
they would all cry.’ 

* Another, ten years old, rises early to read the Bible, ap- 
pears very tender and penitent when made sensible of a fault 
—says she feels sin to be a burden—expressed to her Teacher 
a desire to see and converse with her minister. 

“A boy, fourteen years old—not serious before he entered 
School. After some time his Teacher observed an appear- 
ance of unusual seriousness in him, and taking occasion to 
inquire particularly into the state of his mind, found it much 


Z 

































































17% Report of the Boston Society for the 


exercised with a sense of sin, and anxious about his spiritua: 
state. His Teacher invited him to call on him the next day, 
witha view to further and more particular conversation. He 
called carly the next day, and appeared to feel a deep interest 
in the subjects of conversation. His Teacher told iim, if he 
would call at his store in the afternoon, he would lend him a 
book adapted to the present state of his mind. Punctual to 
his engagement, he called immediately afier dinner. His 
Teacher leat him Doddridge’s Rise and Progress. He has 
since informed his Teacher that this book correctly describes 
the exercises of his mind. Asked by his Teacher if he prayed, 
he answered, he did not see how he could live without prayer. 
Asked if he experienced scofis and sneers on account of his 
present state of mind, he answered, with tears, in the aflirma- 
live. 

‘“* Numerous other instances of children, whose minds are 
seriously impressed, have come to my knowledge. The fore- 
going are presumed sufficient to be mentioned, in the present 
communication.” 

The Superintendent then proceeds to remark judiciously, 
as follows : 

‘In some Sabbath School reports, which I have seen pub. 
lished, ] have observed much notice taken of the diligence of 
the children in committing to memory portions of Scripture, 
catechisms, hymns, &c. This branch of instruction has not 
been neglected in the School, which is the subject of this 
paper. Many thousands of verses of Scripture, catechisms, 
hymns and prayers, have been committed to memory: still I 
have no doubt, that the aggregate falls vastly short of what 
an equal number of children, in other Schools, may have 
committed to memory in the same time. ‘This is not to be 
attributed to want of fidelity in the Teachers, or want of ca- 
pacity and diligence in the children; but to the manner in 
which I have endeavoured to direct the instruction of the 
School, the object of which has been, rather to enlighten the 
understandings, and press truth upon the consciences of the 
children, than to burden their memories.” 

He afterwards observes— 

‘“* From the reports of the teachers, of their visits to the 
families, to which the children belong, it appears that the 
School is gaining more and more the esteem and affection of 
the parents. Some parents who once received their visits 
with coldness, now receive them with cordiality.—Many 
parents solicit frequent visits, express much gratitude to the 
Teachers, and appear forward to enter into religious conver- 
sation. In their visits, the Teachers have held many inte- 
resting and very solemn conversations with the parents, 
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which they have endeavoured to enlighten the ignorant, arouse 
the stupid, alarm the secure, correct the erroneous, and point 
the distressed to the Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of 
the world.” 

In conclusion, addressing the President of the Society, he 
adds— 

‘| should do violence to my own feelings if | should omit on 
the present occasion to express my thanks to the Teachers 
for the fidelity, zeal, and perseverance, with which they have 
attended to their arduous duties, requiring much self-denial, 
and sacrifice of personal comfort; also for the respect and 
affectionate regard with which their deportment toward my- 
self has been marked. And you will permit me, Sir, to ok, 
for them and for myself, a remembrance in your prayers, that 
God would give us grace to be faithful and successful in the 
work in which we are engaged.” 

In the postscript, he says— 

‘Tt may not be amiss to add, that a child connected with 
this School until sickness prevented his attendance, who died 
the summer past, gave in his last sickness, comfortable evi- 
dence of having passed from death unto life.” 

Into this School three hundred have been admitted since 
the last anniversary. . 

The School in North-Bennet-street, was opened about 
seven months sincee Two hundred and sixty-nine children 
have been admitted, and about 100 usually attend.—Nearly 
one half of these are too young to commit lessons to memory ; 
the others have recited 1,042 hymns, and 5,406 verses of the 
sacred Scriptures. 

The School in Hawkins-street, was commenced on Sab- 
bath, April 5th. * The whole number of children admitted,” 

says one of the Superintendents, “ is two hundred and ninety- 
six, but from various causes, (among others is the establish- 
ment of Sabbath Schools in the Religious Societies, with which 
the parents of the children were connected,) the number now 
usually attending is about one hundred. Most of these are 
the children of respectable parents ; but some are among the 

most proper subjects of this charity. Scarcely has a Sabbath 
passed without adding some new Scholars to our number ; 
and we have reason to believe that, as the advantages of the 
School become more known, many parents, hitherto reluctant, 
will avail themselves of the privileges offered for their chil. 
dren by the Society. 

“One death has occurred among the children, which was 
suitably noticed in an interesting and solemn manner the fol: 
lowing Sabbath. 

"Pho imnrovement which has been made by the Scholars, 
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has been on the whole encouraging. ‘Though some have 
pained our hearts by their negligence and stupidity ; giany 
others of both sexes “have applied to their studies with dili- 
gence, and made great progress 5 an id their behaviour on the 
Si tbath, and at home, has been a“ credit to Sabbath Schools.” 

Some have been instructed in the first’ principles, who are 
now able to read in the New ‘Testament, in which all the 
classes, except those composed of the smaller children, are 
exercised by reading and by questions. They also commit 
to memory much of the Testament, many hy mns, and the 
Evangelical and Mothers’ Catechisms. An account of the 
acquirements of the Scholars has been kept by the Teachers, 
which has been recorded in a proper manner by the Secre- 
tary. These accounts have been read aloud as they were 
received, about once a month, in the hearing of the Scholars, 
and sometimes of their parents, who have occasionally been 
present; after which, in some cases, a word of exhortation 
has been addressed to the children, and we hope not without 
some eflect. 

* In Teachers the Schoo} has been highly favoured. Though 
some have run well for a season only, others have persevered, 
aad are still disposed to devote their time and strength to the 
cause. Of the latter, not a few are Daughters of Zion. 

* During the season, the School has been visited by many 
perso us, who have expressed great satisfac tion—and_ by the 
kindness of the Society worshipping in Brattle-street, a part 
of their gallery has been appropriated to the accommodation 
of the children,* about forty of whom attend public worship 
there unJer the care of two or more Teachers.’ 

He concludes the communication by saying— 

* On the whole, we are of opinion that this School has been 
useful, and will continue to be so; and in due time the So- 
ciety will reap an abundant harvest for all their labours.” 

The number of children admitted into the School in Mason- 
street, since the last anniversary is 330. The average at- 
tendance amounts to about 160. By _ pupils have been 
committed to memory since the first of February, 54,029 
verses of the sacred Scriptures, 1,899 “a 17,779 answers 
to questions in the Catechisms, and 234 have learned prayers. 
One boy in this School has committed to memory since 
March, the whole of Matthew, Mark, and John, and a consi- 
derable part of Luke’s Gospel. His sister since January has 
committed the four Gospels entire ; and both of them, in ad- 
dition, the smaller Catechism, the Mothers’ Catechism, and a 
large number of hymns. 


* A similar accommodation has been afforded by other religious societies in 
the vicinity of the Sabbath Schools. 
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The Committee appointed by the Board of Directors to 
prepare and circulate an Address to the principal towns in 
the State and elsewhere, as they should judge expedient, re- 
commending the establishment of Sabbath Schools, and fur- 
nishing, as helps and encouragements to their undertaking, 
such books and papers as are necessary to the purpose, have 
acted accordingly.—-About 250 were sent abroad. ‘There is 
reason to believe that much good has resulted trom this mea- 
sure. Information more or less direct and particular, of the 
establishment of Schools for religious instruction on the Sab- 
bath has been received from many places, to which our cir- 
culars were sent. 


{ The Report states that a School had been opened in Abing- 
ton, with very flattering prospects. 

From the account of the School in Marlborough we give 
the following interesting extract :] 


‘“* Since the School commenced, they have recited 7,697 
Cummings’ Questions, 12,839 Answers in Emerson’s and the 
Assembly’s Catechism, 2,460 verses of hymns, and 534 verses 
inthe Bible. We have a School fund raised by subscription, 
from which the children receive compensation for whatever 
they learn. The class in Cummings are entitled to a cent 
for cvery twenty-five answers, and the other classes in pro- 
portion to their age and capacity. —Tickets are delivered to 
them each Sabbath, specifying the sum they have already 


earned, which are exchanged the next Sabbath. One half 


of their little earnings in this way is to be appropriated for 
the education of a heathen child at Ceylon, named Sylvester 
F. Bucklin, out of respect to our pastor, and the other to be 
delivered to them in books. This we find an effectual stimu- 
lus, and one which deeply interests their feelings. The good 
ultimately resulting from such a fund, thus appropriated, is 
incalculable. While their little bosoms are taught to swell 
with pity for those who have no Catechisms, 10 Bibles, no 
Sabbath Schools, surely they must learn more highly to prize 
their own. Ido ardently wish that a plan similar to this 
might be more generally adopted. 

“1 am happy,” he adds, “ to say, that the prejudices 
against the School, which at first existed, have in a great 
measure subsided, and it is now going forward under flourish- 
ing circumstances.” 


{That part of the Report which relates to Sabbath Schools, 
closes with the following account of Schools in Hingham and 


Kandolph :} 
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“ A letter from Hingham informs us of the opening of a Sab 
bath School there on the 28th of April. This is confined to 
females, and has only female instructors.—Seventy Scholars, 
from five to sixteen years of age, have been admitted to the 
school, between forty and fifty of whom regularly attend, and 
cheer the hearts of their instructors “ by their good conduct 
and rapid improvement.”? They have committed to memory 
400 chapters of the Bible, and 266 Hymns, beside questions 
in the Catechism not enumerated. —We have also received an 
 ,esting communication dated at Catskill, N. Y. Sept. 12, 
giving an account of a Sabbath School established in Ran- 
dolph, Vt. on a broader scale than has yet come to our 
knowledge. The following extract will serve at once to 
show the manner in which it is conducted, and to corroborate 
the testimony furnished from so many other sources, that 
nothing is necessary to the successful operation of Sabbath 
Schools, but zeal and perseverance on the part of those who 
undertake them. 

* About six weeks since, after a consultation among some 
of the brethren and other respectable citizens, a Sabbath 
School was announced, to commence at the meeting-house on 
the following Sabbath. We expected from former appear. 
ances, but a very few Scholars, especially at the commence- 
ment; but when the hour arriv ed, to our joyful surprise, no 
lesssthan seventy youth appeared, and gave in their names as 
attendants—and on the following Sabb:th, between one and 
two hundred—the number const: vitly mcre asing since. Those 
who attend are of various ages, from 4 to 25 or 30 years. On 
account of this disparity of age, and of conse: juent capac “ity, 
we have found it necessary to separate the Scholars tnto 
three departments ; the youngest de partment, which is again 
subdivided into eight divisions or classes for convenience of 
instruction, to commit Scripture, Hymns, minor Catechisms, 
&c.—the next to commit Scripture, according to Wilbur's 
system of questions—and the third, or oldest, to write, or dis- 
course verbally on certain theological questions, &c. pre- 
viously given out; the same us are answered from Sc ripture 
by the Wilbur class. 

‘ There appears to be a hopeful degree of engagedness 
al solemn attention to the exercise. I can certainly say. 
with respect to the Wilbur class, that I have had mo’e satis- 
faction in instructing it, than in any other instruction ! eve! 
gave. God certainly smiles ujon our feeble endeavours.” 
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From the Second Annual Report of the New South Wales Sun- 
day School Institution. June 3, 1817. 


Although the progress we have made and the numbers col- 
lected have not been such as might have been expected, yet 
there is much encouragement to persevere in the good work, 
from the many re spectab le and highly valuable proofs of ap- 
probation of our plan, and the efforts now making for the 
good of the Children throughout the Colony. And the Com- 
mittee feel the highest satisfaction in having to state that His 
Excellency the Governor has been please dy most condescend- 
ingly to communicate by letter to the Secretary, his entire 
ap} rroval of the Institution, and states that he shall be ever 
ready to forward its obje ct by his aid and cordial support. 
The following is acopy of the letter : 

Government louse, Parramatta, Dec. 2, 1816. 

Sir, 

I have toacknowledge the receipt of your Letter, with 
the printed rules and regule itions of the “ New South Wales 
Sunday School Institi:tion,” established in December, 1815. 

Having attentively perused these rules and re gulations, I 
enurely approve of them, as well adapted to the good and 
benevolent end in view; and shall be most happy to give this 
good and useful Institution my aid and cordial support. 

(Signed) L. MACQUARIE. 
To Mr. James Smith, Secretary to the 
N.S. W. Sunday School Institution. 


It is not yet two years since the formation of the Institution, 
and if it be considered what difficulties naturally arise in the 
progress of any new establishment until its utility be finally 
determined, it will not be any matter of surprise that the 
work has not mase greater progress ; but on the contrary, the 
Committee feel that there is much ground of thankfulness for 
the support and co-operation kindly given by many persons, 
and the general good-will manifested by ‘the inhabitants, 
where attempts have been made for the formation of new 
Schools. 

It cannot but produce a very pleasing impression on the 
minds of this meeting, when they are informed that the friends 
resident in Parramatta (a distance of 16 miles from hence) 
and the adjacent places, have formed themselves into a useful 
Association for the purpuse of extending their work of benevo- 
lence by forming new Schools around them where no Schools 
have ever been formed. And notwithstanding the very great 
attention that has been and still is paid to the instruction of 
the Children of Parramatta by the Rey. Samuel Marsden, 
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from whom this Institution has received many proofs of hs 
approval and support; yet there are several places that lie 
in obscure corners, which probably would not have had the 
means of instruction conveyed to them but for the above al- 
luded to Association. 

During the last year the Committee have had 300 copies of 
the Rules and 300 of Circular Letiers printed and distributed 
throughout the Colony, in answer to which several persons 
have expressed themselves in terms of high approbation, both 
by written and persone il communications. 

The Committee have forwarded a copy of their Rules to 
the London Sunday Schoo! Union, and soliciting assistance 
in Books from that respectable Society. 

Shortly after the omnes ef the Institution, a School was 
opened at the Union Chi apel, Sydney ; for some time the num- 
ber of children that attende ‘d did not in general exceed 20. 
Shortly after the arrival of the Rev. Samuel Leigh, he went 
from house to house through the town, soliciting the attend- 
ance of the children; the School immediately increased t 
nearly 200, the average attendance amounting to 120. After 
some time another School, not in connexion with this Society, 
was opened in Sydney, which gradually reduced the attend- 
ance of children to an average of about 30, at which it still 
continues; but we have reason to hope that their numbers 
will be shortly increased. The Teachers have been very 
zealous notwithstanding the reduction of numbers up to this 
period, and from their past exertions we assure ourselves that 
their endeavours wi!l increase with the number of their pupils. 

The Parramatta Sunday School takes the lead as to num- 
bers, both of Teachers and Children ; and since this Schoo] 

has been established, a manifest improvement has taken place 
among the Children, both at home with their parents, and at 
School; and their uniform attendance both at School and 
Church justifies the pleasing hope that they will grow up, not 
only as useiul members of society where Providence may 
allot their abode, but become ornaments of the Christian 
Church, and verify the remark, that from children they have 
known the Scriptures, which are able to make them wise unto 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus ! 

The School at Liver rpool is doing well, and still continues to 
receive the kind support of the Rev. John Youl, Ch: iplain at 
that station. This School is supplied with a Teacher from 
the Parramatta Association (a distance of 10 miles) every 
Sunday to assist the resident Teachers there. 

The Schools at Prospect and Toongabbee are also going 
on well, they are both supplied with Teachers from Parramatta 
every Sunday. The parents as well as the children attend 
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regularly, and a sermon has been preached by one of the 
Missionary Brethren, who some time ago malted in the Colo- 
ny on their way to Otaheite. A School has lately been esta- 
blished at Kissing Point, (a district on the Parramatta River) 
by a friend to the cause ; and although the time is short since 
its formation, appearances are encouraging, and the friends 
it Parramatta hope to be able to furnish a Teacher to assist 
every Sunday until sufficient aid can be obtained in the dis- 
rict. 

Upon the whole, the Committee encourage the hope that 
their labours, though small, will finally terminate in effecting 
the establishment of Sunday Schools in every dark corner of 
the Colony ; and by the blessing of Providence accompanying 
the labours of the Institution, and the support of the public, 
the day will be hastened when every family will be put in 
possession of the means of instruction, and when every child 
will be able to read the Bible. 

To the Secretaries of the Sunday School Union. 

Dear Sirs, 

It is with much pleasure I have to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of date 25th of March instant, to- 
gether with two cases containing a large assortment of Bibles, 
Testaments, School books, &c. sent for the use of our Sunday 
Schools in this Colony. Shortly after receiving your favour 
I called a meeting of the Sub-Committee, by whom I was di- 
rected to address you, and to express their warmest thanks 
for the very liberal and timely supply of Sunday School books, 
sent by your excellent Institution, as well as for the Bibles 
and Testaments from the British and Foreign Bible So iety, 
the Spelling books, &c. from the Sunday School Society, and 
for the Tracts from the Religious Tract Society. To which 
Societies I beg you will have the goodness also to present the 
best thanks of our Committee for their kind supplies in be- 
half of our children here. 

We are rejoiced to hear by your letter and the Teachers’ 
Magazine, of the great work of Sunday School Teaching 
prospering both in our native land and in foreign parts. 

We consider ourselves as greatly favoured and encouraged 
by having a place and share m your remembrance and bene- 
volence, notwithstanding our abode is allotted at the ends o 
the earth, far removed from the Christian Jerusalem, from 
whence the widely extended nations of the earth shall draw 
the hallowed means of instruction and the sacred oracles of 
truth to illuminate the habitations of horrid cruelty, and usher 
in the day when “ the knowledge of the Lord shall cover the 
earth as the waters do the channel of the mighty deep.” 

We shall be most happy to keep up a correspondence with 
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you from time to time, and assure ourselves, that the inter- 
course will prove useful in stimulating us to persevere in the 
good work, notwithstanding the thorns and briars which grow 
up very luxuriantly in this debased soil, among the rising 
plants throughout these settlements. 

Wishing the cause in which you are engaged may be water- 
ed with the dew of Heaven, and that the presence of Him 
who walks in the midst of the golden candlesticks may pre- 
side at all your meetings, giving energy and union to all your 
plans and labours of love, 

I am, dear Sir, 
in the bonds of Christian love, 
68, George St. Sydney, New Your’s, very truly, 
South Wales. Dec. 15, 1818. JAMES SMITH, Sec’y. 


~ Dem - 


IRELAND SUNDAY SCHOOL SOCIETY. 


Your Committee, in coming forward to report the proceed- 
ings ofa year, marked, as the last has been, by circumstances 
so seemingly unfavourable to your cause, rejoice to say, that 
amidst all the calamities which have occurred, and all the 
difficulties which have threatened to oppose their progress, 
they have still to meet you with the language of congratula- 
tion, and the fairest hopes of increasing prosperity. The 
influence of your Society may, indeed, have been checked in 
its outward growth, by the disheartening effects of scarcity 
and disease, and prevented from attaining that extent to 
which, unimpeded, it seemed so fast advancing ; but that it 
has taken deeper root, and faster hold upon the minds of the 
people, your Committee have the strongest reason to con- 
clude, when they observe, that, notwithstanding every obsta- 
cle and every discouragement, 115 new Schools have ap- 
plied to you for aid—an increase exceeding that of any for- 
mer, even the most prosperous-year. 

In the month of July last a communication was received 
from His Royal Highness the Duke of Kent, through Cap- 
tain Reynett, in which his Royal Highness was pleased, in 
the most gratifying manner, to express his approbation of the 
objects and principles of your Society, and to signify his 
consent to become its Patron. A General Merting, conyen- 
ed for the purpose on the 24th July, bad thus the gratibca- 
tion of placing their Institution under the patronage of a dis- 
tinguished member of that illustrious family beneath whose 
sway the glorious cause of Religious Education has made 
such wide and rapid progress through the British Empire, 
and, thence extending, has embraced within the arms of 
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christian benevolence, every region where human happiness 
could be promoted. 

Your Committee will now proceed to the following details. 
which will more distinctly convey to the friends of the So- 
ciety a just estimate of its prosperity. 

Instead of 439 Schools, containing 51,410 Scholars, which 
had received assistance from the Society up to the month of 
April, 1817, the number of Schools assisted by the Societ 
is now 554, containing, by the last returns, 59,888 Scholars. 
The increase, therefore, during the last year, has been 115 
Schools, and 8.478 Scholars. Of the above number of 554 
Schools, 32, containing 2069 Scholars, have failed. 

The expenditure of your Society has been necessarily in- 
creased, not only by the additional number of grants to so 
many new Schools. but by the extended correspondence 
which has been in consequence occas‘oned. ‘This increas- 
ed correspondence with the country, and increasing commu- 
nication with every part of the United Empire—the enlarged 
business of the office, with the growing influence of your So- 
ciety in general, rendered it necessary, so long since as the 
month of May last, to augment your establishment by the ad- 
dition of another Clerk. Upon the circumstances which have 
called for this addition the Committee have also to congratu- 
late the Society. Your Committee have derived much ad- 
vantage in the arrangement and dispatch of their business, 
from the valuable accommodation provided by the Trustees 
of the Committee House for Charitable Societies. 

In the last month a measure has been discussed in your 
Committee, which, if carried into elfect in the country, may 

roduce the most important results: it has been found in 
England that Sunday Schools, opened tor the instruction of 
Adults exclusively, have been very numerously attended, 
even by persons of advanced age; and that the happiest im- 

ression had been frequently made upon them. This subject 
is so largely detailed in the very interesting work on Adult 
Schools, by Doctor Pole of Bristol, that it seems unnecessary 
to dwell further on it in this Report, than by ety that your 
Committee, fully convinced of the utility of these Institutions, 
and anxious, if possible, to communicate to the present gene- 
ration some of those blessings which they aim at conferring 
on their children, have resolved that they will extend to Sun- 
day Schools for Adults the same assistance which the Soctety 
aflords to Schools for Children. Your Committee with confi- 
dence commit to their suaessors the duty of carrying this 
resolution into effect, and trust that the next Report will com- 
municate the success of a plan so likely to be beneficial. 
It remains for your Committee to report the state of the 
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Schools, as detailed in the returns received from their cor 

ductors in the end of the last year ; and it is a matter of pain- 
ful and melancholy reflection, in how many cases your Cor- 
respondents had to report a temporary suspension of all their 
exertions, cause“, too, by circumstances closely connected 
with human sufferings. In some cases, indeed, the tide of 
prosperity experienced no abatement; it continued to flow. 
and to diffuse widely around continued streams of richest 
blessings. In former years these cases of success charac- 
terized the cause of Sunday School instruction, and the pre- 
decessors of your Committee had to perform chiefly the ex- 
hilarating task of rejoicing with those who did rejoice. In 
the past year the severe pressure of want spread a gloom on 
its commencement, while it called forth the vigorous exertions 
of the benevolent to preserve from starvation their poor neigh- 
bours ; still, however, the Schools were generally open, (Go- 
vernment, too, by liberal donations, lightened the burden on 
individual benevolence,) and hope anticipated that the ap- 
proach of harvest would have relieved the general distress, 
and that the hearts of the people, released trom desponden- 
cy, would the more gladly embrace the instrucuon afforded 
to their children. Harvest came, but the same period of the 
year brougnt contagion. ‘The Conductors of the Schools, as 
each neighbourhood in succession became infected with fever, 
either prevented from their accustomed duties by their own 
illness or that of their family, and dreading lest the disorder 
might spread by the assemblage of so many children, dissolv- 
ed their Schools until health should have been restored to their 
vicinity. The cleanliness, indeed, enforced in every Sunday 
School, may, and doubtless did, contribute much to check 
the progress and diminish the malignancy of the contagion, 
but it could not eradicate it, nor countervail the manifold mi- 
series and multiplied infection engendered by the evil habits of 
along neglected, uneducated people. In some cases, your 
Committee have had to lament the loss of those whose zeal 
and active co-operation had in former years given energy and 
effect to the plans of your Society. Their career, less brilliant 
than useful, may have attracted little of public attention, and 
received but little of popular applause. No splendid pro- 
cession of funeral pomp, perhaps, proclaimed their loss ; no 
eulogium of monumental panegyric will, perhaps, transmit 
their names to posterity ; yet within the happy sphere which 
shone with their fair example, they lived respected and be- 
loved, and died deeply regrettcg. Not only the domestic 
circle experienced from their loss a chilling void, which can- 
not easily be filled, but the children who each Sunday had re- 
ceived from them the holy lessons of scriptural truth, endea: 
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ed by the voice of parental kindness and admonition, felt dis- 
consolate and forlorn: and one instance is recorded, in which 
your Correspondent states that the children attended the re- 

mains of their benefactor to the grave, and embalmed him 
with their tears; and, since that period, have been seen often 
in little groups collected round his grave, and when his death 
was adverted to in addressing them, they were deeply aifect- 
ed. The memorial of your friends is written not on perish- 
able tablets of stone, but in the more valuable impressions of 
christian truth amparted to the children under their care, call- 
ing forth from them and from their parents the warmest and 
sincerest blessing on their memory ; nor can they have left a 
more useful le gacy to their families than,the re ctified prine I 

ple, the improved habits, and the atfec tionate regard of then 
poorer neighbours. While, however, your C ominittee have 
thus been called on to perform the salutary duty of weeping 

with those who weep, they still must indulge the hope that 
your cause will rise, renewed in vigour and in strength, from 
that fiery trial which threatened to destroy it. They trust 
that the affecting and stricking events of the past year, so 
clearly exemplifying the instructive truth, that the highest 
ranks in socie ty are as dependant as the poorest, on His will 
in whom all live, move, and have their being—that those who 
have wealth and influence will employ them in His service 
who gave them; and that the poor, having witnessed widely 
around them the prevalence of sickness and of de rath, will feel 
desirous of obtaining forthemselves and their families that true 
religion which alone can give peace at the last. 

Even since the return of Spring your Committee have learn- 
ed the revival of several of the Schools, and that, too, under 
circumstances which denote how strongly the desire for in- 
struction prevails among the people. Jn one instance, the 
doors of the Feachers were each Sunday beset with a crowd o 
little ones, with their books in their hands, earnestly praying that 
they might be instructed, pleading that there was no fever in 
their families ; and so unwearied was their in portunity, that 
the conductors of the School were oblige ‘d to re- open its doors 
some weeks before they had determined to do so. Your 
Committee consider also that the establishment of so many 
new Schools, during the unfavourable circumstances of the 
past year, is a proof that the cause of Sunday School instruc- 
tion has made progress in the estimation of the public and in 
the hearts of ~s poop es and they confidently hope that its 
value and efficacy will | still more and more appreciated 

both here and in Eng!an the A country " hich is now directing 
so much of its attention towards Ireland. 


Ir the estimetio: of casnal ol ryers, the Tyathe . , s} ory 
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sesses the advantage of being held on six days in the week, 
the Sunday School only on one; and the good likely to be 
done in the former case is considered more important in the 
proportion of six to one: fact, however, fully contradicts this 
ec gw the voluntary diligence of children attending 
Sunday Schools, the eagerness ‘with which they receive in- 
struction, and their solid improvement, generally equal any 
thing which the records of common Day Schools can produce ; 

and indeed the Sunday School system in general possesses 
many advantages which are peculiarly its own—these princi- 
pally arise from the connexion which exists between Teacher 
an! Child in Sunday Schools: the affections of the learner, 
engaged by the parental kindness which ts displayed in every 
act of his benevolent and disinterested instructor, put every 
faculty of his mind in motion ; this circumstance sweetens the 
hours of teaching; he regards his book with pleasure, for it 
is one of the channels through which he is united to his aflec- 
tionate friend ; he looks forward during the week with anxiety 
to the time in which he shall again attend the School, and, 

during his intervals of leisure from his other avocations, is 
busied in preparing his task for Sunday ; thus the Sunday 
School exhibits the result of the voluntary labours of the 
week, and thus the child often outstrips the daily Scholar, 
whose affection is not so frequently called forth towards his 
Teacher and his business—the sacred day, too, on which the 
School is held, and the sacred Book which forms the basis of 
the instruction given, impart to the Sunday School a religious 
character. There is a multitude of instances in which, through 
the Divi.e blessing, the child learns to “ call the Sabbath a 
delight, the Holy of the Lord, Honourable.” Like Timothy, 

he is taught to love the Sacred Scriptures, and to model his 
character and his conduct in conformity with its doctrines and 
precepts : the glow of affection, which was first elicited by 
his kind Teacher, is now directed to Him “ from whom 
com: th every good and every perfect gift ;” and his love, 
once infused into the heart, is spread through the little circle 
of his parents and associates. His Teacher, also, in his anx- 
iety to make religious impressions upon his pupil’s mind, has 
sometimes caught the holy flame which he desired to commu- 
nicate, and in the Sunday School has learned first the vital 
influence of true religion: he has watched over the conduct 
of the child during the week—has been his guardian in youth, 
his friend and his adviser in manhood, and, perhaps, experi- 
enced in declining life the attention and affectionate care of 
the child whom he had first taught the rudiments of know- 
ledge and of wisdom. Such is the work which has produced 
the resnits to which your Committee have alluded—such the 
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cause to which, on the expiration of their office, they would 
solicit the public protection and patronage, and which, by 
uniting the different classes of society, and by infusing into 
the poor, the principles of decency, order, social harmony 
and true religion, promises to provide an antidote for at leas 
some of the worst evils to which Ireland is subject. 


Messrs. GEORGE LA TOUCHE, & Co. Dublin. Treasurers. 
JAMES DIGGES LA TOUCHE, Esq. Secretary. 
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Extracts from the Report of the Bath Sunday School Union. 


The chief object of Sunday Schools is to convey religious 
instruction to children, as the only foundation of all mora! 
good: for it should never be forgotten, that to give know- 
ledge to the poor, without at the same time communicating 
religious instruction, is to impart a greater degree of power, 
without supplying a principle to direct that power. To in- 
struct children in the knowledge of their high destinies, to 
display to their minds the true character and perfections of 
God, to make them acquainted with his will, and to unfold to 
their view the life and immortality which are brought to light 
through the Gospel ; constitutes at once the peculiar province 
and the most interesting feature of these Institutions. 

It is to be lamented that there have not been wanting in 
dividuals of an elevated rank in society, who have at feast 
insinuated, that the alarming increase of juvenile delinquency 
which has of late taken place in the Metropolis, is to be 
traced to this pure and hallowed source. A more attentive 
investigation of the subject would have convinced those per- 
sons that there does not exist any connexion between such 
an increase and the present staie of education; but that, in 
point of fact, the system is as yet too limited in its operation 
to keep pace with the rapid increase of population and of 
profligacy. It was with a design to extend its benefits that 
the Bath Sunday School Union was instituted ; and its friends 
will rejoice to hear how much, under the blessing of Heaven, 
it has prospered since its formation in March, 1813, when 
the number of children in the Union was about one thousand. 
The number of schools at present in connexion with the 
Union (without including some which have, from various 
causes, been discontinued) is sixty-one, twelve of which were 
opened during the last year. The number of children taught 
in them is 3,900, and the number of teachers upwards of 500. 
If to these be added, 1,197 children and 200 teachers belong- 
ing to the Bath Schools, the aggregate amount of children 
connected with the Union will be 5,097, and that of teachers 
700, 
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The number of persons admitted into the Adult Schools 
during the same period (of which a separate Report has been 
recently published) is 1,241 ; 265 of whom still remain in the 
Schovls, under the tuition of 88 teachers. 

The accounts received from many of the Schools of the 
effects produced by the instruction imparted in them, in civi- 
lizing the untutored, reclaiming the vicious, and qualifying 
others for filling up their stations in society with credit and 
advantage ; as well as the instances which not unfrequently 
occur, of religious impressions being made on the minds ot 
their juvenile charge; afford your Committee the highest en- 
couragement. 

Whilst contemplating these delightful fruits of combined 
zeal and activity In this good cause, your Committee are forci- 
bly reminded of the animated exclamation of the devout 
Psalmist, ‘* Behold! how good and how pleasant a thing it is 
for brethren to dwell together in unity!” In its blessed in- 
fnences and effects it resembles “ the dew which descended 
upon the mountains of Zion.” 


ANECDOTES. 


About fifteen children in the Sunday School at Morpeth, 
afew Sundays ago, voluntarily joined themselves together, 
and vowed to God in the presence of each other, (whilst the 
tears which streamed down their cheeks evidenced their sin- 
cerity,) that they would give up all sinful practices and plea- 
sures, and serve their Maker in the days of their youth. We 
shall simply relate one instance which has fallen under our 
notice, in which this vow has been acted upon. 

One of our teacbers who has very recently been brought 
to a knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus, had a very hand- 
some pack of cards, which she used to play with, when any 
of her select friends came to visit her, but as she had now no 
time to spare to throw away upon them, and if she had, her 
conscience would not allow her to use them, much less allow 
her to let others use them, she determined to destroy them : 
however, as she had a little sister about twelve or fourteen 
years of age, who used to be very fond of cards, but had late- 
ly begun to attend the select class, she thought she would first 
try her with them ; accordingly, as soon as her sister came in, 
she said to her, * Maria, my dear, as you have been a very 
good girl. and minded your employment, I will give you a 
very pretty present.”? At which she seemed very glad ; she 
then held out the cards, at which the little girl stept back in 
consternation, as if afraid, saying, “1 wont have these things!! 
—a pretty present !!—IJ wont have them! '!—not ]—Cards'' 
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—-good people call them the devil’s books—I won’t have 
them ! !’’—Accordingly the cards were committed to the 
flames, with joint consent. 





The Committee would here remark, that the celebrated 
Rosert Morrison, the Missionary to China, received his first 
religious 1 impressions at the High Bridge Sunday School. A 
knowledge of this fact, ought to enc ourage Teachers to !abour 
in season and out of season. Had this been the only instance 
of good, resulting from Sunday School establishments, it were 
an ample recompense for all the labour that has been be- 
stowed upon them. Who can tell, but God is training in 
Sunday Sc hools, the Brainards, the Swartzs, the Vander- 
kemps, the Careys, and the Morrisons, to whom he has com- 
mitted the glorious work of renovating the World? An in- 
spired Prophet says, “ Many shall run to and fro, and know- 
ledge shall be increased.” 

A young woman who was once a Sunday scholar, being ill 
at the Infirmary, sent for one of our teachers to visit her; 
having this favourable opportunity, he talked to her respect- 
ing the state of her mind; she said, * Death to her had no 
sting, having obtained rede ‘mption in the blood of Jesus 
Christ; the teacher observed that Jife would be desirable, 
would it not! but she said, * Death would be gain: 2? she 
observed, ‘ There is a danger of falling again into Sin.” 

* One thing,” ” she said, “ | have often wished to mention to 
you, that my first good Impressions were received at the Sun- 
day School. I have at the time of prayer, frequently broken 
into tears, my sins seemed to be set before me, and at one 
time particularly when the superintendent mentioned the death 
of one of the Sunday scholars, and the necessity of seeking 
the Lord when young, | resolved to give my whole heart to 
God, and I am indebted for what I now enjoy, under God, to 
the Sunday School. 





A little girl about five years of age, had learnt, and repeated 
the whole of the Assembly’s catechism ; she could not speak 
plain, nor could we see her, but only from her being placed on 
the seat; the following ) rare we put to her: viz: 

Q. Where is God? A. In heaven. Q. Where is Christ’? 
A. In heaven. Q. W Shy issin’? A. Swearing, dying and steal- 
ing. Q. And do you think such things are displeasing to God ? 
4. Yet. ge could not say yes.) Q. Do you ever pray’ 
\. Yet. Q. What do you say when you pray? A. Our Father 
thich art in Heaven. &e. Q. Do you think that all good 
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people should pray? A. Yet. Q. How often do you think 
they should pray? A. Twice. 

All these questions were answered with such native sim- 
plicity and readiness, that we were constrained to say with 
the psalmist, ** Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings thou 
hast ordained strength.”” We were informed by the teacher, 
that about 12 months before, she had endeavoured to impress 
upon the child’s mind the duty of prayer, and she had since 
been given to understand, thot this little child had ever sinc« 
been very particular in praying night and morning. 





From New South Wales. 

A Teacher one evening hearing a boy was laying in wait 
for the purpose of beating another, who had spread some un- 
pleasant report against him; sent for them, and inquired into 
the causes of complaint; after which he showed them the 
great evil of spreading tales (however true the »y might be) 
that would tend to i: jure their fellow-creatures. Both ap- 
peared stiff; the elder boy seemed deemmined to have his 
revenge, and the younger persisted in stating what he heard 
to be true. Another boy was soon after brought as being the 
founder of the report—he altered the case materially in fa- 
vour of the elder; who, to our great astonishment burst into 
tears, and cried, ** O Sir, I] might have done these things, and 
worse, before I came to the Sunday Schools ; but | am sure 
[ have never done so since.” The Teacher then leis ed the 
evil of sin as manifested in our wicked tempers, more espe- 
cially in that of anger and revenge ;—pointed to the Savio 
who said, * Do good to them that hate you; bless them that 
curse you; pray for them that despitefully .* and pe rsecute 
you,” Matt. vil. 44; and led them to the Saviour’s dying 
words—** Father forgive them,” &e. The elder boy again 

came forward, burst into a fresh flood of tears, stretched forth 
his hand and asked his school-fellow’s pardon; while the 
younger lad, melted with the s-ene, readily begged forgive- 
ness In his turn; and the third joined in shaking hands, and 
entreated that they might be firm friends for the time to come. 
There were two other Teachers present, who could not but 
feel sensibly on the occasion :—we joined our hands with 
them, and while our cheeks were wet with tears. we could not 
but hope that by and by we might all receive pardon from 
our offended Maker, and be received up into glory through 
our forgiving Saviour. 





From Hoxton. 
A little girl who was in the Hoxton Chapel Stinday School. 
in the eleventh year of her age, has been calied from this 
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world, and left behind her a pleasing testimony of the value 
ind benefit of Sunday School instruction. Her teachers state 
hat her general conduct and deportment was serious, divest 
ed of every thing light or trifling, and it cannot be remember- 
ed that on any occasion she was inattentive. Her progress 
in learning was considerable: she had learned the four gos- 
pels, greater part of the epistles, and numerous hymns. Her 
health for some time was observed to decline, previous to he 
being confined to the House. During the whole of her pro 
tracted illness, she manifested the greatest resignation to the 
divine will; and to the satisfaction of those who visited her, 
gave some reason to hope that she was interested in the love 
of Jesus, and that her sins were pardoned. In the prospect 
of death she stated, that all her dependence was upon the 
blood and righteousness of Jesus Christ, and that as a guilty 
sinner, she applied for mercy ; her fear of death was removed ; 
and on one oceasion she said. | know in whom I have believ 
ed, and feel persuaded that he will not let me be lost. She 
requested her teacher to beg of her school-fellows to take 
warning by her early death, and to tell them of the hap pine Ss 
she feltin the prospect of dissolution: she appeared anxious 
for the time of her departure, and frequently said, | hope | 
shall not remain long. Her request was soon granted ; and 
hove is cherished, that atteadant angels conveyed her happy 
spirit to the realas of eternal blesseduess. 


From Mr. Edward Allen’s Letter, dated 10th April, 1816. 
Sutton i Ashfield. 


* We gave about 60 of the religious Tracts to a Sunday 
School ata village called the Riddings, about seven miles 
from us, in De rby shire , 

* This School is managed principally by William Shay- 
croft, a poor but worthy man of that place. I was called upo. 
last sunmer to visit the Riddings, to solicit a congre gation 
(convened for that purpose) in favour of this School. This 
was the first collection they had had for purchasing books, &c. 
and I cannot easily forget how tears flowed from the poor 
man’s eyes when he saw the amount contributed, which was 
aboutseven pounds. ‘The formation of this School was some- 
what ppasiscunyes I much wish I could give you a more 
minute account of its establishment than the following. 

“ [ am credibly informed that this poor man was so desir- 
ous of forming a School in that dark village, that when sick- 
ness and poverty so distressed his own family that he could 
not save more than one farthing a week, he continued this ull 
he could buy two or three penny books, and before he ob- 

tained them, having a picce of an old shilling book, he divided 
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it, and instead of a book, gave the children a leat each! 
Now, he has above 200 scholars, and has some assistance in 
many respects. ; 

‘<'] mean to see him soon if I can, and as! conceive many 
things connected with him and his school are very inter- 
esting, I intend, if I am spared, to send you the particu- 
lars.” 


From Mr. W. H. Allen’s Letter, dated 12th January, 1818. 


* Of the tracts sent to us, we gave about 100 to a Sunday 
School at Riddings, a few miles from hence, which were 
thankfully received. This school, if I recollect right, my fa- 
ther gave you some account of in one of his letters. The 
poor old man who first began it, (andewho laid by one far- 
thing a week till he had raised a few pence, and then bought 
tracts and gave them as rewards to his scholars,) has now 
lost his sight, but he does not slacken, but rather increase in 
his labours, for since he can no longer teach the children to 
read, he constantly attends to exhort them, and I believe the 
school is well supplied with teachers, and carried on in the 
most orderly manner, though it consists of 270 scholars.” 


—D 6 oa 


Extracts from the Bristol Society for Teaching the Adult Poor. 


The Committee of the Bristol Adult School Society beg 
leave to lay before you the Sixth Annual Report of their op- 
erations. In reference to former years they have to state, 
that many of the scholars have been born again in old age; 
some have been gathered to their fathers, and others are now 
waiting their appointed time to descend into the grave, like 
a shock of corn, ripe for the heavenly garner. The retros- 
pect of the past year is pleasing, as it regards the Schools 
formed in this city: but your Committee have to lament that 
several of the Country Schools have been relinquished, prin- 
cipally trom the want of steady, zealous Teachers to attend 
them. However, the cause of Adult Education has gained 
new friends here and elsewhere; and it is a gratification to 
know, that your Institution is the parent of many, not only 
in the United Kingdom, but also in the United States of 
America! The number of Schools now belonging to this 
Society is 39. The number of learners under instruction is 
582 men, 662 women; total, 1244. The total number of 
those who have been admitted since the commencement of 
the Institution is 5493, of whom 1698 have been brought to 
read in the Testament. 

Of the good effects of this kind of education, your Commit- 
tee have already many satisfactory evidences. They extract 
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‘he tollowing cases from the written statement of one of the 
female conductors. “I have been called to labour with my 
assistants nearly five years, and not without fruit. We have 
seen the blade, and in some the ear, and hope to see the full 
corn in the ear. Of those brought forward to read in the 
Testament, a poor woman, now aged 89, isin St. Peter's 
Hospital truly happy; and many are crying, ** What shall 
we do to be saved?” Another, aged 45, gives the following 
account of herself. “ I was the vilest of the vile; a drunk- 
ard, an adulteress, a liar, a Sabbath-breaker, &c. &c.”’ but 
she is now a truly changed character. A third, aged 60, 
used to spend her Sabbaths in the ale-house, but she is now 
a reformed person, seeking mercy of the King of kings, 
against whom she had so often rebelled. A fourth, aged 36, 
when she came into my house, knew not that Christ died and 
rose again, or what the word Christ meant; neither did she 
know one letter of the alphabet. By attending at School and 


learning to read, she became convinced of her lost, undone 
condition as a sinner, and by the grace of God, was brought 
to acknowledge publicly, that she knew for herself that Christ 
died for sinners; and she has manifested the religious change 
wrought in her, more than a year.” 


Anecdotes of Adult Scholars. 

William Jones, aged 82, was visited in Ann Street by the 
Strangers’ Friend Society ; he was afflicted with the dropsy, 
and had no resource but half a crown a week from bis parish : 
His wife, who was near fourscore, was gone to an Adult 
School, and the old man, though labouring under a complica- 
tion of complaints (which in three weeks after being visited 
brought him to the grave) did not express so much sorrow for 
his extreme poverty and bodily affliction, as for not being 
able to go to school with his wife. With much animation 
he told the visitor, if he could read his Bible, it should never, 
never be out of his hand. He expressed his gratitude in the 
strongest terms to those kind friends who were eng ged in 
that good work of teaching aged persons to reid, and hoped 
the Lord would reward them for all their trouble. The visitor 
has been informed, that this aged man had lived in an im- 
proper manner with a woman for nearly twenty years, but 
since his attendance at the school, his mind was deeply af- 
fected with breaking the laws of Ged and of man; he there- 
fore married her, when upwards of eighty years of age, and 
the peaceful termination of his earthly course, strongly evi- 
denced the spiritual good he received from this valuable in- 
stitution. 








i598 Anecdotes. 


John Allen, a poor old man near ninety years of age, was 
also visited by the Strangers’ Frie ‘nd, and found in a most 
deplorable state. He had been recently struck with the pal- 
sy, which deprived him of the use of his right side, and much 
affected his specch. For several years he sold matches, and 
was enabd hled just to obt: mn) a bare existenc Ce Not bei ‘ing able 
to go out as usual, he and his wife were reduced to a very 
Jow state indeed, being found destitute of even a single far- 
thing of money. A few months since, he began to learn to 
read, and conside ring his great age, made a ‘toler: able profi- 
ciency. On the visiter as king him what could be his induce- 
ment at that time of life, to learn to read, he reptied, * to 
find my way to heaven.” This answer was accompanied by 
a flood of tears, flowing down his venerable face. He soon 

after departed this life, and there is reason to believe, that 

the instructions he received from the Strangers’ Friend So- 
ciety, and by his attendance at the Adult School, had been 
attended with the divine blessing. 


‘* A Woman of the age of forty, when admitted into the 
School, could only te ll two letters of the Alphabet, but in sia 
weeks she was brought to read in the Testament. 1 have late- 
ly admitted one at the age of sixty: she expressed her regre‘ 


that she had remained so long ignorant of the knowledge ot 
letters, but was thankful that she had, alt hough late, an op- 
portunity of learning to read the Scriptures.”’ 


** One of my learners, aged fifty-two, when admitted, could 
not tell a single letter-—on asking her afterwards if she liked 
the plan of the School, and whether she intended to continue 
coming to learn to read, and thereby be enabled to obey th 
command, “Search the Scriptures,” in which were bac Ss 
the words of eternal life, she burst into a flood of tears, and 
declared, that God being her helper, she would attend. She 
continues attentive, and appears truly serious.” 


Illustrations of Adult Ignorance. 

William Martin, near Point’s Pool, a man upwards of se- 
venty years of age, was seen in much distress. He had serv- 
ed in one of His Majesty’s ships of war for several years, and 
was now the painful subject of poverty and affliction. Tis 
mind was extremely dark and ignorant of spiritual things, 
and no way scemed disposed to “submit to the dispensations 
of Providence. With much fretfulness and impatience he 
said, he wished the Lord would release him from his sufler- 
ings ‘and take him to heaven. The necessity of a change be- 
fore that could be effected was then pointed out to him, and 
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he was asked, Why he wished to go to heaven: he replied, 
“That he might see his Gaffer and his Gammer (meaning 
his parents) whom he was sure were gone there :” so very 
low and contemptible were his prospects and desires for the 


eternal state. 











Thomas Nicholls, a man upwards of sixty years of age, was 
struck with a paralytic stroke. He was in a most deplorable 
state of body, and his mind being no way cultivated by edu- 
cation, his perceptions were litele e superior to the brute that 
perisheth. [le also wished a period put to his sufferings, 
and to be taken to heaven. On the question being asked 
him, why he wanted to go there, he replied as well as he 
could speak, (for he was evidently near the end of his race) 

‘ That in heaven he should have no work, and the re Was 
plenty of victuals :°? so degraded and wretched were his view: 
of the blissful state. 

After such awful instances of ignorance and depray ity- 
let every friend of the Adult poor, arise, and render his assis- 
tance in this noble cause. Success is certain. Recollect 
were itthe work of man it might come to nought—but this is 
the Lord’s work! and shall prevail. Whatwe do, should by 
done quickly — and while united person: il exertions are mak 
ing . to further these objects, who will not most cordially unit’ 
in the sentiments thus expressed ?— 
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‘* That truth may spread, and more abound, 
We will not fail to intercede; 

In Europe soon may there be found 
Not one Adult who cannot read.” 
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NNIVERSARY HYMN FOR SUNDAY SCIIOOL, 
CHILDREN, 


ALMIGHTY GOD, while angels prais: 
With their most hizh and sacred lays, 

Wilt thou in mercy condescend 
Our youthful voices to attend ? 

















We could not dare to praise thy name, 
So great our guilt, and wo, and shame. 
8 ple thy word of truth and grace 

Invite the young to seek thy face. 










Through Christ, the “ way,” the “life,” the “ truth,”’ 
We may draw near in early youth ; 

lor he invites the young to rest 
Within his arms. and on bis breast. 







Hymn for Sunday School Teachers: 


Though he, “ the mighty God,” was styl’d. 
Yet he became a little child :— 

He feels tor all our youthful woes, 

He all our snares and dangers knows. 


For us, though rich, yet he became 

A child of poor and lowly name :— 

The poor and young he’ll not contemn, 
But kindly love and pity them. 


Oh! let our thankful hearts record 
The praises of our gracious Lord ; 
And youth begin that blissful song, 
Which endless ages shall prolong. 


— + 


HYMN FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS. 
O! DAVID’s Son, and David’s Lord! 


From age to age thou art the same ; 
Thy gracious presence now afford, 
And teach our youth to know thy name. 


Thy people, Lord, though oft distrest, 


Upheld by thee, thus far are come ; 
And now we long to see thy rest, 
And wait thy word tocall us home. 


Like David, when this life shall end, 
We trust in thee sure peace to find ; 

Like him to thee we now commend 
The children we must leave behind. 


Ere long we hope to be, where care 
And sin and sorrow never come ; 
But O! accept our humble prayer, 
That they may praise thee in our room. 


Shew them how vile they are by sin, 
And wash them in thy cleansing blood : 
O! make them willing to be thine, 
And be to them a cov’nant God. 
Long may thy light and truth remain, 
To bless this place when we are gone 
And numbers here be born again. 
To dwell for ever near thy throne. 





